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Ttie  international  Military 
Tribunal  for  the  Fur  zcat. 

THE  IT1TED  STATES  .‘7 


?.  » 


Sf.-P.u  hED  CTHZPS. 

~  F  F  I  D  A  V  T  T. 

VI  !•  Ian  Farq.'J’ar  i*icraa  of  14  jyrr.lonj  Cvovo,  Hu-.rthcrn  in  the  stutc.  of 

I  Victoria  formerly  UX447'3?  tf*jo?  i.f.  Ifcurac  of  2/21  Battalion,  Australian 

i  imperial  porce3  make  oath  and  say*- 

i 

» 

1.  I  r.-Qo  captured  at  Ambon  on  2i.d  February  1942.  Together  vth  262 
other  Australian  prisoners  and  about  309  Dutch  prisoners  I  was  shipped 
frou  ;jr.bon  to  Hainan  on  23th  October  1942.  Cn  the  instructions  of ^ the 
Japanese  all  the  sick  an:’  woak  non  from  .jibon  vere  included  in  the  draft 
and  formed  the  t^oat  najoricy  of  it.  7e  arrived  at  Hainan  on  3th  Noveuber 
1942. 

2.  tfie  prison  compound  was  about  ton  acres  with  a  low  barbed  fonco 
around.  The  huts  were  coolie  barracks  of  a  primitive  stylo  node  of  all 

j  scraps  of  tinbor  and  iron,  inn  sxupt  on  the  floor  on  old  (_tcxob  mats  — 
two  men  to  throe  nat3.  The  crcu  for  slocpin^,  263  officers  and  uen,  nas 
I  4608  square  feet  or  10  square  fert  per  nan.  This  included  all  sick,  no 
separate  accomodation  was  providod  for  thon.  poofs  and  walls  were  not 
weather  proof,  no  materials  vroro  providod  for  repairs  and  the  huts  were 
infested  with  bu^s,  cockroaches,  rak.s,  lice,  fleas  and  ants,  sanitary 
.  arranoeuent3  ar.d  ly^ieno  were  entirely  ub3Gnt  cr  very  primitive .  There 
I  were  no  fly  precautions.  The  ja panose  wero  quite  indifferent  to  the  whole 
state  of  affairs  and  no  assistance  was  civon  despite  repeated  roquests. 

I$n  ate  and  worked  in  filthy  surroundings  inhabited  by  natives  and  imported 
coolies.  The  coup  nas  a  quarter  cf  a  j.iilo  from  an  old  swarq>,  This  made 
malaria  very  prevalent, 

3»  Ga  leaving  Ambon  \/e  had  bee:,  tcld  to  take  all  our  sick  as  we  were 
,  to  a  ro3t  canp<>  m  spito  of  this,  the  men  wore  corbelled  to  comience 

;  road  v;crk.  subsequently  they  were  cr.,_,a^,ed  on  buildin^  a  railway  embank - 
mont,  exeavat. in0  anti-aircraft  (_un  emplacements  and  putting  the  june  in 
|  position  and  unloading  unnunition  and  supplies  from  ships.  Hours  of  work 

■  woro  from  9  a.u,  to  8  p.m,  with  an  hour  off  during  the  day.  ;.t  first 
there  t.  as  a  rest  day  once  u  week  but  later  only  one  rest  day  every  five 

j  to  seven  weeks. 

)  The  work  was  carried  out  under  very  trying  conditions  -  the  climate 

j  was  very  hot  and  enervating  durii^;  the  trcator  part,  of  the  year.  The 

■  1,)Cn  v’'cro  kol-lt  ut  hard  work ,  driven  by  Japanese  officers,  IT. C, Osmond  non  by 
j  kicks,  by  blows  from  rifle  butts  and  by  f Icajincs  with  shovels,  pick 

I  handles,  iron  bars  and  sticks  cf  wood.  Three  men  had  limbs  fractured 
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in  this  nay  and  a  lar_e  number  of  others  had  to  receive  medical  attention* 
To  keep  up  tho  numbers  the  jupunoso  compelled  sick  nen  to  work. 

4,  Only  one  issuo  of  bocts  and  clcthinj  wuo  mode  up  to  the  tine  of  tho 
japanose  surrender.  Even  thio  issuo  contained  only  a  feu  pairs  of  boots 
and  there  uas  not  onouch  cloth  itio  to  qo  round,  y.f  ter  tuelvo  uenths  nen 
were  coqpollod  to  work  barefooted, 

5«  No  outward  noil  uas  p emitted  by  tho  Japanese  and  no  cevioo  reyyordln c 
j  prisoners  of  '..-or  on  Hainan  ever  reached  Australia  through  any  channel. 

During  the  three  year  period,  on  ono  occasion,  Australian  prisoners 
:  received  from  one  to  three  lottcro.  No  other  cocuunication  from  relatives 
|  nas  roceivcd. 

1  , 

•  *>•  in  HQ i alio  there  were  about  one  hundred  barracks  fillod  with  Hon c  Kon^ 
and  canton  coolies.  These  coolias  were  working  at  the  iron  nine  and  at 
the  port  of  HQieho,  ftiey  were  starved  end  emaciated  in  appearance,  '.hen- 
evar  I  passed  tho  bulldinj  that  they  used  as  a  hcspitul,  i  saw  bodies  of 
doad  coolies  which  liad  been  dray^jed  out,  up  to  10  or  12  bodies  a  day. 

For  broaches  of  discipline  the  jupaneso  nould  brincthe  coolies  to 
I  our  coqp  where  they  v/ould  punish  thou  by  f loi'/tliu  s  or  by  the  water  torture, 

|  The  lattor  consisted  of  filling  then  up  with  v/ator  until  their  stomachs 
v/oro  distended  and  then  jurplnc  on  their  stomachs. 

7.  On  tho  evening  of  17th  July  1943*  about  120  Chinese  wore  brought 
to  the  coup  with  their  arms  tied  behind  their  bucks.  !lhey  v/oro  taken 

■  outside  the  coqp  and  boyonotted  to  death  by  the  jnpeneco  and  buried  near 
!  tho  cong.  i  saw  net;  craves  after  the  incident  and  the  method  of  death 

I  was  described  by  numerous  Japcneso. 

I 

j  8.  From  tine  to  time  complaints  about  lack  of  food  and  clothing,  poor 
I  accommodation  and  brutality  on  workinc  parties  were  addressod  to  jjcea 
Commandant  and  handed  in  at  Guard  Room  for  forward inc.  The  coup  Ccnrxmdant 
refused  to  forward  those  coj^ilcinta  and  on  one  occasion  struck  captain 
nitkon,  the  judical  officer,  and  Cuptain  llskin,  the  quartermster  for 
handing  in  such  a  complaint  as  to  food  for  tho  sick,  on  another  occasion 
1  Lieutenant -Colonel  rap it z ,  the  cldorly  Dutch  conaaander,  addressed  c  cos- 
plaint  to  Headquarters.  For  this  the  Caxjp  Cotssondant  brutally  boat  him  with 

■  Q  stick  in  front  of  the  troops,  no  prop or  visits  of  inspection  by  sonior 
officers  v/cro  undo  after  December  1942, 

,  9,  At  the  commencement  of  our  iiiprisonmont  at  Hainan,  the  daily  food 
j  ration  consisted  of  li&0  crams  of  rice  daily,  this  wus  later  dropped  to  3 5® 
Crams  und  finally  tc  200  crams,  gome  neat  and  vejctablos  were  issued  up 
to  tho  ond  of  1944  >  hut  then  theso  issuos  ceased. 

10.  DQspito  th6  fuct  that  the  town  of  Huisho  vaa  frequently  bombed  during 
I  1944  ond  1945*  no  attest  vzus  mode  to  distinculah  tho  confound  a3  a  r.O.tT, 
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com  tc  uircruft.  inti-airrrai  t  ur.o  u.d  ctV.r  m  ilitary  tc j\  cto  rcre 
near  to  tho  cajq;  and  iho  o^p  t.u»  t;o]i  ni'-Lin  a  turret  area*  Ah  anti¬ 
aircraft  uuchir.o  cun  v.>as  lacuntcd  inside  tho  compound,  An  apparatus  for 
locating  aircraft  vrao  kopt  ooijot  ij©3  in  tho  comound  und  senet iocs  close 
outside  it. 

•  ^ 

J  H*  m  4.1  pH  1945  1  escaped  wi  th  a  pir'  y  of  prisoners  of  nnr  and 
i  joined  the  Chinese  juerUlnn  with  whon  I  reuninod  until  tho  japunoae 
surrender. 

12.  Deathii  resulting  frou  o\:  r/ction,  brutality  and  neglect  roducod 
|  tho  numbers  from  k$3  to  102  in  tnroe  y^urs. 

i  (sifted)  :,f.  mJRAB.  . 

SU0FS1  at  i^lbcume  in  the  state  ) 
of  victoria  tins  the  3rd  day  of  ) 

October  1946, 

Bofcro  mo, 

(Sic  nod)  ? 

A  Conuissioncr  of  t!io  Suprrno  Court  of 
Victoria  for  taking  Affidavits, 
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